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RTS Bridge West Landing Narrative

Design Goals:

• Provide an esthetically pleasing transition from the RTS Pedestrian Bridge to Microsoft’s West
Campus

• Every design decision can raise or lower barriers to participation in society. Our collective goal is
to lower these barriersthrough inclusive design

• A design methodologythat enables and drawson the full range of human diversity

• Provide a Sustainable and Cohesive Design, building off the design concepts already established
on the RTS Ped Bridge and East Campus Landing

• Provide an All–Inclusive Design for the West Landing benefiting every user by promoting
accessibility and usability, allowing people with all levels of ability independent use

• Provide an arrival experience where everyone arrives at the same location

• Accessible qualities tomake an experience open to all

Design Challenges:

• The vertical transition from the RTS Ped Bridge requires a unique solution to maintain and All-
Inclusive Design approach.

• The site is constrained by existing buildingsand sitsabove an underground parking structure

• The existing structures and their horizontal and vertical complexities meant a unique approach for
an aesthetically pleasing design is warranted

• Challenges included bearing forces on surrounding buildings and structures needed to be
weighed carefully

• Simplicity in providing clear directional sightlines to the West Campus required an elegant low-
profile design to maintain an openness and visual approach to the West Campus
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The RTS West Landing connects the RTS Pedestrian Bridge at Pier 1 toMicrosoft’s West
Campus. The pedestrian pathway and the bike pathway connect to the pathways of the
RTS Pedestrian Bridge

• The slope of the pathways is designedto never exceed 5%

• The West Landing is envisioned to be a poured in place concrete structure with an
attractive concrete topping slab matching the RTS Pedestrian Bridge design. Scored
and integrally colored concrete, curbed pathway and landscape edge planters are
planned for the West Landing bridge and bike path

• The West Landing bridge is supported by concrete piers with pile foundations. A
portion of the West Landing bike path and stairway sit atop an existing underground
parking garage.

• The pedestrian and bike pathway finishes match the RTS Pedestrian Bridge design
with colored and textured concrete

• There is a grand stairway leading from the West Landing bridge to the plaza. A metal
guardrail and handrail will match the RTS bridge design

• An integrated light design of the handrail is a part of the stairway.

• A two-stop glass enclosed, and glass and steel elevator cab is envisioned to serve the
plaza level and bridge level.

• The elevator is capable of handling a flat gurney of 24”x84”when lying flat and
will serve as the Emergency Medical Responder’s (EMR) access to the West
Landing bridge.

• The elevator doors are envisioned to be framed glass allowing the elevator to
be visible through from one side to the other.

There is an additional bridge planned for the shared pathway spanning over the top of
the existing parking garage entry.

• This shared pathway connects the 520-bike trail to the Microsoft west
campus and will include a new opening through the existing fencing of the
520-bike trail.
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Landscaping:

The West Landing Landscape design is planned around six planting zones creating 
a cohesive transition between the RTS Pedestrian bridge, the West Campus, and 
the campus access road. 

• Each zone builds on the RTS bridge and campus landscape with similar 
character, form, and massing with an emphasis on native plants and 
natural planning communities. 

The six zones are made up of the Landing, Terrace, Clearing, Understory, The edge,
and the Streetscape.

• The landscaping of the built structures will be an extension of the RTS
bridge using matching hardscape materials and plants with an emphasis
on plants that will tolerate shallow soil conditionson structure.

• Dense, lush fernery will take advantage of the deep shade beneath both
he West Landing and RTS bridge structures.

• Varied fern textures and shades of green will play off the warm tones of
the soffits above.

• Transitional plantings that knit the West Landing with the West Campus
will be used.

• Similar forms and massing to the existing campus landscaping with an
emphasis on native plants for foundation shrubs and seasonal accents.

• A staggering of bloom times will provide seasonal variation and interest
and habitat benefitting the pollinatorspecies.
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Limits Of Work

Pedestrian Walkway
And Grand Stairway

Bicycle Pathway

RTS Ped Bridge Canopy
Is NOT Part of West Landing

Pathway Access To 520 Trail
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VISION BOARD

Inclusive

Transition

Welcoming

Welcoming

Urban Nature

RTS Pedestrian Bridge

West Landing



RTS Pedestrian Bridge

West Landing

RTS Ped Bridge West Landing
Existing Conditions



RTS Pedestrian Bridge

West Landing

Existing Conditions Site Photo

Limits of Work



RTS Pedestrian Bridge

West Landing

Existing Conditions



RTS Pedestrian Bridge

West Landing

Existing Conditions

Basketball Court To Be Removed 
For RTS West Landing

Basketball Court To Be Removed 
For RTS West Landing

Studio D

Proposed Opening To
520 Trail

Pathway Widening For Accessibility
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Existing Conditions

Pier 1 RTS Ped Bridge Connection To
West Landing Pier 1 RTS Bridge

Parking Garage Entrance and
520 Trail Connection

Connection Location of West Landing
And Access To Mixer Building
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Contextual Site/Floor Plan

RTS Pedestrian
Bridge and Canopy
Is Not A Part Of The
West Landing

Proposed
West Landing
Dedicated Bike Pathway

Proposed Opening
At 520 Trail

Proposed Shared
Pathway From 520
Trail To West Campus

West Landing
Plaza

Proposed Grand
Stairway

Proposed Elevator
Serving The RTS
Pedestrian Bridge
And West Landing
Plaza
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Roof Plan
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Metal Roof
Of New Elevator

RTS Ped Bridge
Roof Canopy
NOT A Part of
West Landing
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West
Elevation

East 
Elevation

Plan View
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North
Elevation

South 
Elevation

Plan View
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Birds Eye View Looking EastBirds Eye View Looking West

Birds Eye View of West Plaza Eye Level View of West Plaza



Bike Pathway
Bike Pathway

Bike Pathway Bike Pathway



Bike PathwayBike Pathway

Shared Path To West Campus
Shared Pathway From 520 Trail

To West Campus and RTS Bridge Bike Path



Pedestrian Path To West Campus Elevator and Grand Stairway

Elevator At West Landing Upper Level Elevator At West Landing Lower Level



Grand Stairway and West Plaza Elevator Access to West Plaza

Shared Pathway and Grand Stair West Plaza



520 Trail Connection Pathway

Shared Pathway To 520 Trail

RTS West Stair –Not A Part Of West Landing 

Proposed Elevated Crossing At 
Service Road Connecting 520 
Trail and Shared Pathway



Aerial Daytime View West Landing Aerial Daytime View  RTS Ped Bridge and West Landing

Aerial View Of Bike Loop Pathway

Aerial Daytime View West Landing
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Option 1
3 Column Structural Solution

Option 2
4 Column Structural Solution

Site Plan Site Plan

• A Structural Review of the West Landing Bridge May Result In An Additional Structural Column Supporting The West 
Landing Bridge Connection To The RTS Ped Bridge

• Final Design Solution Will Be Able To Accommodate Either Condition With Similar Aesthetics

4th Column
Structural Design Option



Bike Pathway

Shared Pathway To 520 Trail

West Landing Grand Stair

Bike  Pathway

4th Column

4th Column

4th Column

4th Column

Option 2 – 4th Column Structural Design



Shared Pathway To 520 Trail

Bike  Pathway

4th Column

Option 2 – 4th Column Structural DesignOption 1 – 3 Column Structural Design
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West Landing Lighting Design

RTS Ped Bridge West Landing
Signage and Wayfinding








